Farbldden Iove &

Congratulatlons to’ SHOWTIME the payt v, channe! for.
having the balls to air Lolita, a mowe that. coutd not geta

cinematic distributor because of its |shecklng“ content.

‘Lolita however, is no more gress gruesome or hornble
Quite _the contrary, the epp;o— :
site is true. The pomt is that | was ‘able to see Saving
Private Ryan on-a big cmema screen and couid only see - .

than Saving Private' Ryan.

Lellta on cable t.v..

‘Lolita is a tale ef brutal obsessmn based on. the =
‘Nabakov novel between a 50ish Humbert Humbert

(Jeremy Irons) and Lolita (Dominique Swain).

and’ satlsfactlon torment and tenderness.

_ any state at any time), and this absurd paradox becomes
his undo;ng, rummg countless lives in the process

is. qutte shockmg
_Watching lrons: and' :
Swain make out on-screen
(although they never actu- =
ally do IT) is sleazy and @
~ creepy, and had the feel of
uneasy porn, in a dirty but &
arty kind: of way, Lolita IS'- .
: heavy gomg -Dominigue - :
- Swainis acting is brilliant.
. She's at once coquett1sh.
and child-like, probabiy the
def“mt:on ef every straight
man’s nightmare. This -
movie is heavy going, un- - |
leke the: pale - compertson.
starrlng James Mason m '
the 60's. :

S Bieven

_ -:a,r_:ae_si.:_erg s
‘Saving Private Ryan, while

“The
- forbldden fruit comes with a tremendous price tag. And. -
'beeause ‘the actors ptayed thelr parts so welt this. movie

: a brtthant.plece of movie- mak:ng is one of the.most: truly___
wolent and drsgustmg experiences live - -ever seen at: the
Having been: through that once, and puked on '

omema
my- popcom (literally); it is an. expertence I can again do
without.  Not that Savmg Prlvate Ryan is not a 4-star

less in its overwhe!mlng devastation.

While. Lohta -evokes a violent reactlon at's obv;ousfy a
 One has to do with vio-
lence ‘and love and the other gun-blow-em-up violence.
There is a subtie romance in the violation of Lolita, and -

dn‘ferent _type of woient_ reaction.

while Ryan professes not show the romant;c side of war,

there are moments of camarader:e that betrey that de-

sire. But the reason § bnng these two movies together is

-because of the way they were presented and marketed to !
: ~ouproar over ‘the President’s alieged affair with a conse

us the faceless mmd{ess masses in the dark.-

‘make Ryan accessmle toa
wide national and interna-
tional -
Essent:ally, he was: abie to

; walks on.

. ,.'t'o director Adrian Lyne’s

bankability of Jeremy lrons
could muster one brave

“to bear arms
_speech” is not.
~acts of man’s inhumanity to man-is considered reas
-able sub;ect matter for.a mov’ e, but a story of ‘fove, h
“ever ugly or skewed is. not Vaoience has “in its own W
" become fodder of our daily lives.:

~ Steven Splelberg has
a iot of clout. As a result:"-
of this, he was' able to .

audience.
{1 Dbring it to a big screen
21 near you. Notthat thereis .
- anything wrong with that,
“worship the ground he
“Sadly, when it came: there.
2 ciout, there wasn’t any. -

~ Not even the box-office

North American distributor

| __gwolence Vs. bmtherly love and wolence

to show it to us. Sure the subjeet matter in Lolita

f_taboo, lncest and__pedoph:ha_ ; thereis no_argum_ent the_
_but, really, is a distorted love story more horrifying tt
“ bloody limbs flying, literally seeing so!dlers carrymg t?"
“severed leg up the beach?

“movie, it is absolutety, don’ t get me Wrong. The first 24_:._._:-
minutes are the bicody massacre of U.S. troops on
! 'Omaha Beach, DDay, reientless blood and limbs’ biown '
off and you get the picture. Act:on shot after action shot_ :
. of the most horrendous. type, quite shockmg and remorse :
~This is a :
story about d1sgust and despalr love and hate desnre_ ;
What is so -
frrghtemng to Humbert is that hls moments of greatest
pleasure conie in the arms of a 14-year-old grr[ (illegal in

‘What:is wrong with this picture? Hc_:w. co_uld it _be

this day and age, that a movie as well directed, acted &
.producec! as Lolita couldn’t get ‘any cinematic re[ease

this country? The artistry of a mowe suffers when

_Iose the big screen visual dimension.

_The answer lies in the very essence that is the Unit
States at_th_e_ end of the 20th c_entu:fy ‘Where “the ri|
" is respected, but the concept of “fi
‘Where blood, brutality and unspeaka

We are somewhat
mune from: the horror assoma’ted with bullets And
ing adult is considered so outrageous that this countr)
the Iaughmg stock of sophlsttcated people around i

world.

But | dtgress if not fer the tenac;ty of SHOWTIME
would ever. have had the c_hance to see Lolita. | orde:

- SHOWTIME just to see Lolita on when it first aired. Plt
got THE MOVIE CHANEL thrown in. Not a bad c!eal for

a month. | planned to cancel SHOWTIME as soon as
seen Lolita, but.it’s a good tler and have. dec:ded te ke

_it. They took a ‘gamble, and st paid off for them as well

us. SHOWTIME has a webs;te http -/ /www.showtime
line. com You -can: register your approval and thar
1 certamiy have.

And subscribing to: SHOWT[ME now w;%! send a'm

sage to movie distributors that we will not be censorw
-not by them not m th:s day and age

 Melanie Viomingstar is Movie Critic for Wire



